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Listen to SPACE Radio and win exciting
prizes every week! Simply tune in to our
weekday lunch shows from 12 - 2pm.

Send in your requests, dedications and

messages to space@sp.edu.sg

Log on to MIKE (students) and Blackboard
(staff) to listen to SPACE Radio

Composite
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I'm sure all of you have noticed the erratic weather patterns
these days. Its rainy one day and scorching hot the next.
One thing’s for sure, all of these are happening partly due
to our own doing. This month’s issue is not another spam
and blast of green messages and the like. We've especially
put together this issue to give you refreshing insights on
being green. Haven't you heard? Green is the new black
this season.

Our Green Special gives you a bird’s eye view of the many
things SP has done and will do to help our environment.
We find out more about the SP Go Green Committee and
shine the spotlight on our green champs - the SP
Environment Club and a lecturer who kickstarted the
trend of cultivating gardens on campus.

Also, look forward to having more than just Starbucks in
SP as there are new developments on campus.

In this issue, meet the Skyliners, the newest CCA on the
block and SPACE Radio, the alternative platform for
students’ voices.

Be sure to check out the rest of the issue and stand to
win exciting CDs. We hope to keep you company through
the last semester of the year. Play nice and enjoy your
time in SP!

Peace!
Sean Firoz

Composite
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The fullStoP Team

Asyraf Aziz
Diploma in Applied Drama & Psychology

Bernard Lim
Diploma in Creative Writing
for TV & New Media

Bryan Christopher Yeong
Diploma in Business Administration
Chia Kylie
Diploma in Media & Communication

Esme Khoo
Diploma in Media & Communication

Ezbel Tay
Diploma in Banking & Financial Services

Farah Aqgilah
Diploma in Media & Communication

Faris Nurhakim
Diploma in Media & Communication

Ho Ren Sen
Diploma in Business Information Technology

Logesh Krishnan
Diploma in Media & Communication

Nur Azerinna
Diploma in Media & Communication
Nur Qamarina Ramli
Diploma in Media & Communication

Sean Lee
Diploma in Business Information Technology

Shamus Lee
Diploma in Biotechnology
Shermaine Chong
Diploma in Media & Communication

Tan Jit King
Diploma in Electrical & Electronic Engineering

Photographers
A'liah Ibrahim
Diploma in Hotel & Leisure
Facilities Management
Wendell Wee
Diploma in Information
Communication Technology

Resident Techie

Terence Yeo
Diploma in Banking & Financial Services

Email: fullstop@sp.edu.sg

Blog: fullstop.sp.edu.sg
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On 29 September, SP held its very first Design
Thinking Summit with the theme “Design means
Business - Educate, Empower, Transform”. The
summit talks about the importance of design
thinking to create a competitive edge for
organisations.

Four internationally renowned speakers from
Rotman School of Management University of
Toronto, lllinois Institute of Technology, University

of Cincinnati and Procter & Gamble touched on
many key aspects within the field.

New centre
to revo|uhomse
roduct design

So, what's design thinking really about? Design
Thinking is a principle and method to create user-
centric solutions for social causes that students are
passionate about.

The talks were followed by sharing sessions
conducted by local enterprises from OCBC, P&G
Singapore, Khoo Teck Puat Hospital, Jason Marine
Group Ltd, Teckwah Industrial Corporation, Suski
Sushi Pte Ltd and Teck Whye Secondary School.

There's a new R&D centre for baby boomers
at InnoV. The Live Well Collaborative
Singapore (LWC-S) is the only one outside
the USA and has been brought to Singapore
by the Procter & Gamble Company (P&G).

Launched on 27 September, the independent
research centre will focus on revolutionising
product design and development for
consumers aged 50 and above in Asia.

The LWC-S is an extension of the Live Well
Collaborative in Cincinnati, a business-
academia partnership between P&G and the
University of Cincinnati, USA.

With this collaboration, SP students and staff
stand to gain valuable experience in the
co-creation of products and services with the
best innovators in the world and enhance
students’ employability.
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SP partners world leaders

in Pusiness Design

A design-based education and innovation centre called
DesignWorks Singapore (DWS) is now located on Level 3 of
SP Business School at T19. DWS is a joint collaboration with
Rotman DesignWorks of the University of Toronto and is
supported by SPRING Singapore.

Focusing on Business Design, which uses the fundamental
principles of design to solve business challenges, DWS will
benefit businesses as well as SP students and staff.

Students can look forward to learning about business design
when it's introduced into the core curriculum of the business,
humanities, digital media and IT diploma programmes.

For more information:
www.designworkssingapore.com

MONGOLIA - sjp
ANICAL AND voc;
2157 mber

ICAPORE PARTNERSHIP |N
P ' “DUCATION AND T

KXV ATEHT AT
DAOBCPOT,

Revampin
skills fraining in
Mongolia

SP and Temasek Foundation joined hands to provide
technical and vocational training of teachers in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

The three-year programme will see the launch of a
new curriculum to train a group of skilled workers
for the construction and mining industries in the
Mongolian capital.

About 20 SP lecturers and education specialists are
involved in curriculum design and development,

teaching methods and workshops. Selected
participants will train their Mongolian counterparts.
It is expected that one-third of 2,300 teachers in
Mongolia will be trained within three years.

With SP spearheading the project, students and
workers in Mongolia will now have a better chance
at being employed.



FullStop_13dec_path 12/13/10 6:09 PM Page 7

| L I 6 |- [

05

ACHIEVEMENTS

Grads do SP proud
at regional game

‘Go for the Gold' team did SP proud by emerging runners-up at the
Asian Management Game (AMG), a regional business strategy
competition where teams pit their managerial skills against one
another. The achievement is remarkable since the group consisted of
fresh graduates from the SP Business School and they were the
youngest participants at the AMG.

Team leader Tan Zhong Jie credited their success to dedicated teamwork.
They were grateful to Mr Christopher Cheong for coaching and
preparing the team. This is the second year that SP students and
graduates have represented Singapore at the competition.

Gold in networking
competition

Diploma in Computer Engineering students Ong Hao Yi, Nigel
Leong, and Diploma in Electrical and Electronic Engineering
student, Tan Xing Yao won gold at the Cisco NetRider
Singapore 2010 competition. They beat 55 other poly and
ITE teams and will represent Singapore in the upcoming
NetRider Asia-Pacific Competition. The competition tested
students’ knowledge and skills in computer networking.

Both Hao Yi and Nigel noted the training they received from
SP had prepared them in the basics of networking, the reason
behind their success. The students each received a trophy
and a Cisco MinoHD flip video cam.

| @
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Expect to see many dazzling digital banners on the
MIKE Student Portal. Designed by SP students from
various disciplines, these banners are some of the
many creative submissions which came out tops in
the Life@SP Banner Design Competition.

Participants used Adobe lllustrator and Photoshop to
create the banners, with photographs supplied by SP.
Allon Lim, third-year School of Electrical and Electronic
Engineering student, whose creation clinched the top
prize said, “Four hours were all it took to create the
banner. The banner showcases what life at SP is all
about — pure awesome fun!”

The digital banners will go live on MIKE from 2011.
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ACHIEVEMENTS

SP bags
most awards
at NYAA

Thirty-four SP students and graduates received
the National Youth Achievement Award (NYAA)
Gold Award this year — the highest number among
all polys.

The NYAA programme aims to encourage youths
between the ages of 14 and 25 to equip
themselves with personal skills and give back to
the community. There are five components to
complete: Service; Adventurous Journey; Skill;
Physical Recreation; and Residential Project.

The SP Wakeboarding Club made waves recently
at the Malaysian Waterski & Wakeboard
Championship and the annual Rip Curl National
Inter-Varsity Polytechnic Wakeboard
Championships (IVP).

Muay Tha1
masters!

The SP team faced strong competitors from

countries like Kuwait, Malaysia, France and Japan
at the Malaysian event. Both Joshua Chia and
Donavan Tan qualified for the finals in the Men's
Novice category where they emerged second and
sixth respectively.

Over at the IVP competition, three of SP’s six
riders qualified for the finals where two emerged
with a podium finish. The club’s vice-president,
Sarah Quek, wowed the judges with her
impressive tricks, winning second place in the
women’s novice category.

Composite

The Muay Thai team battled their way to the top
with eight gold and two silver medals at the recent
Inter-Tertiary Muay Thai Tournament earning them
the overall champion title. In the process, Khaleila
Hisham became the first female fighter from SP
to win a gold medal in the competition.

“We're proud to bring the championship trophy
back to SP.” said Yew Zhi Hwa, President of the
SP-Muay Thai Club.
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To end the year on a green
note, fullStoP finds out what it
takes to be eco-friendly and
gain inspiration from our green
champs! We showcase some of
our green efforts that lead
to SP winning the President's
Award for the Environment
2010.

We also take you back in time
to see just how passionate our
students and staff have been
about saving Mother Earth. As
they say, Green is the new
Black, so be inspired and go
green.
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Wow! SP is the first poly to receive the
President’s Award for the Environment.
fullStoP editor Sean Firoz speaks to Go Green
Committee Chairman, Tan Yew Meng, on what
SP has done for the environment, and how
we can all do our part.

Our aim is to spread awareness of environmental issues
to SP staff and students. We launched the Go Green
Movement on 22 April. The Car-free Day saw staff and
students leaving their vehicles at home and taking the
B.M.W (Bus, MRT or Walk) to SP. We then had the Green
March in August where we reached out to the Dover
community, and had our schools and departments
adopting trees and planting them in designated plots
around SP.

The GEE Initiative (GEEI) is a poly-wide initiative for SP
to deliver its green promise. GEEIl aims to combine
science, innovation, policy, practice and education to
change the way we work, live and play. The Eco-Office
Challenge, Amazing Green Race and Green Buddy Award
are examples of GEEI which are open to SP staff and
students. The Green Buddy Award allows our staff and
students to nominate lecturers who're very passionate
about saving the earth and preserving the environment.

The Amazing Green Race is fashioned similarly to the
famous TV programme. We've done it for seven years
but for this year, we changed the format and included
the Heritage Tree Trail. When you go on this trail, you
will have to use your smart phones to get information.
You will also get to race out of SP.

The environment is very important because it affects all
of us. A World Wide Fund for Nature report claimed that
in 2030 we'd have to live in another planet in order to
survive! | think it's everyone’s responsibility - not only SP's
- to educate the students for the future.

Start small like switching off appliances when not in use.
You can also take part in any of the SP Environmental
Club regular activities, like planting trees and cleaning
up Sungei Buloh Wet reserve, for example.

There's a lot of waste in the environment. And if we can
change that mindset, | hope in 20 years time we can
only use what we need and reduce the amount of waste
on the earth. We should continue to educate and train
our people to keep our environment healthy so as to
sustain the life of the earth.

@
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Even before the launch
of the Go Green
movement in
April 201 0, SF’ has
been involved m_ many

green activities.

1998

A Green Pledge was written collectively by the SP Green
Committee, led by Dr Ng Cheng Siong. The pledge is
SP’s commitment to the environment in three areas:
reduce waste, educate in green areas and love the
environment.

The year also saw the launch of the SP Environment
Club, the SP Green Page and the SP EcoGarden. So yes,
our green movement is more than 12 years old!

2008

SP and National Parks Board (NParks) pledged to engage
youths and the community in-mangrove conservation
programmes at Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve and
Pulau Ubin. Under the guidance and training by NParks,
about 600 students led community involvement and
outreach programmes for secondary schools at the two
venues every year.

N :
o PUGE
THE SP GREN P\f i
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on green 52 e alove for O 4 healthier
ikewise: and reate a €@ ?uture =
so tha oursel and OUT’

FEATURE

2009

SP and 21 secondary schools officially adopted Marina
Reservoir. Our students conducted water quality testing
around Marina Reservoir, partner SP students as volunteer
guides at the Sustainable Singapore Gallery, perform
reservoir clean-up activities and participate in the annual
Singapore International Water Festival.

2010

The Go Green movement was launched on 21 April in
conjunction with Earth Day. The Green March-in August
saw staff and students walking within-and around campus
grounds to spread the message of going green. Event
highlights included a tree planting ceremony and an
educational walk on green awareness. The event was
graced by Dr Amy Khor, Mayor of the South West District.

On Clean and Green Day on 24 November, the area
between Moberly and Polycentre became the epicentre
of green activities. A green forum featuring SP's green
developments, initiatives and technologies was held
and The SP Heritage Tree Trail and InnoV Trail were
launched. The day ended with the presentation of
awards for the Green Buddy, Eco-Office and Amazing
Green Race competitions.

For more information on SP’s Go Green movement, log
on to

09
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courses

SP offers a variety of courses that can make
a difference to the environment. Here are
some of them:

Diploma in Environmental
Management & Water Technology
For those who care about our bio-physical
environment, this diploma is the launch
pad through which you can kickstart a
career in making our world a cleaner, safer
and better place.

Diploma in Landscape Architecture
Landscape architects are empowered with
the ability to design our environment with
a fresh perspective. It's a design discipline
that is concerned with the quality of our
surrounding.

The energy of the future is in clean energy.
With increasing global warming and
depletion of fossil fuels, clean energy
promises to be the answer to alternative
green energy sources.

| @
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President’s Award for the
Environment 2010

SP was awarded the President’s
Award for the Environment (PAE).
Some of our key initiatives included
the adoption of the Marina Reservoir
to keep it clean, organisation of
Singapore International Water Festival
and the development of our very
own environmental research hub,
InnoV.

As one of the most prestigious
awards in Singapore, the PAE is
presented to individuals,
organizations and companies who
have made impactful innovations
and contributions to the sustainability
of the environment.

SP is the first poly to receive the
award since its inception in 2006.

11

FEATURE

achievements

Since 1998, SP has won many green awards. These include
the Green Wave Award, Bayer Young Environmental Envoy
Award and the Singapore Environmental Council Award.
Here are some of our more recent achievements.

By Sean Firoz

home.

Poly’s leafy campus is
green in another way

them. the

THE STRAITS TIMES SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9 2010 PAGE B6
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S’pore Polytechnic wins %3
eco-friendly award along ¥t
with Hitachi GST and e
Nan Hua High School el

. 2,00
¥ By AMRESH GUNASINGHAM o

Platinum Green Mark Award 2009

Our green hub in SP, InnoV, has been awarded the Building and Construction
Authority Green Mark Platinum Award in 2009. The site was built with
80 percent of recycled materials and boasts many eco-friendly features
which help reduce consumption of electricity and water.

PUB Water Efficiency Building Award 2008

The award was given in recognition of SP's commitment toward water
conservation, which includes the adoption of the Singapore River in 2006.
Another SP project which drew the attention of PUB, which administers
the Watermark Awards, was the installation of water saving devices on
taps across campus in 2007. This led to an astounding 50% reduction
in water consumption on campus.

Best Environmental Report 2008

SP won the Best Environmental Report category at the
Association of Chartered Certified Accountants
Singapore Environmental and Social Reporting Awards.
The report featured SP’s new innovation — a carbon
calculator called the SP Neutral — that raised the
awareness of an individual's carbon footprint. SP's first
win was in 2005.

®
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technolog;y

begins at SP

As the first poly

In Slngapore' SP has Contrary to what it sounds like, InnoV is not something you would see
been at the forefront that dates back to 200 BC. In fact, it's a site of the future.

of many "_“t_I?t“_les'_ InnoV is an innovation hub, roughly half the size of a football pitch. It's
One such initiative is where students, lecturers, researchers and industry collaborators will
the conversion of network, exchange ideas and forge new partnerships. It also boasts eco-

friendly features and new technologies.
food waste to water.
SP is Working with Here are some of the technologies that are housed in InnoV.

KOUfU, which runs Let there be Natural Light — Solatube, an emergent and innovative @
Foodcourt 4. in a first device, brings natural sunlight into building rooms using reflective tubes
]

. . to reduce consumption of electricity.
of its kind. Several

other initiatives made Saving the Rain — Rain water is collected and channelled to a zero-energy
natural filtration system called a Rain Garden. This landscaped garden,

it into the news in uses various layers of soil to filter collected rain water to be reused for
recent months. ithgatian.

. Green with Energy — Select areas of InnoV will have green facades that
By Sean Firoz reduce heat going into the interiors, reducing electrical consumption used

for cooling and creating a pleasing architectural feature at the same time.

Turn on the Smart Lights — InnoV uses the latest energy saving lamps.
Proprietary energy saving dimmers for fluorescent lighting that are developed
in-house at SP will also be used along the common corridors.

Solar Kiosk — This kiosk powers/charges your laptop by converting the
power from the sun's energy to electricity.

Composite
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Solar-powered golf buggies

What started off as a final-year student project
has turned out to be something of enormous
potential. Together with Sanyo Asia and Marina
Bay Golf Course, SP is exploring the use of solar
energy to power battery-operated solar buggies.

It's estimated that the use of solar panels will
save $129 a year per buggy by cutting electricity
usage and prolonging the life of batteries from
two-and-a-half years to five years.

For a feasibility trial, Marina Bay Golf Course provided a
two-seater marshal buggy which was retrofitted with two
solar panels provided by Sanyo. SP’s role is to measure the
performance of the battery, with the involvement of our
Diploma in Clean Energy students. .

Supervised by their lecturer, Dr Jiang Fan, SP students will
test the performance of the battery for a year. Project leader
William Chong said, “It has been a real eye-opener and I'm
learning a lot about energy usage. We faced many challenges
along the way, but managed to solve them as we
progressed.”

Our students are also experimenting with horizontal wind

turbines, to convert wind energy into an alternative source
of power for the buggies.

I i

Solar kiosk at InnoV

FEATURE

William Chong
Student project leader

13
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With the Go Green movement in full swing, the Department
of Estates and Development is hard at work converting
some of our social spaces into more exciting green plots.
These are in addition to the existing eco-friendly land
parcels such as the biostream along Commonwealth Ave
West, herb gardens behind Moberly and various gardens
located on campus.

cOagis

The empty field adjacent to Foodcourt 2 is getting
a makeover. An eco-pond is under construction
and the habitat of flora and fauna will serve as
an outdoor living and learning lab for students
from the School of Architecture & Built
Environment to study its water filtration system,
landscape, environment and eco-system. The
surroundings of the new pond will be developed
as a park with a network of footpaths and outdoor
seating for students to gather and relax.

This nondescript courtyard located
between T6 and T7 will morph into a
beautiful butterfly park with a cool
~_name to boot! Look out for host and
nectar plants that will attract butterflies
to the courtyard and an improved
integration with the surrounding links
through user-friendly access.

Composite



FullStop_13dec_path 12/13/10 6:09 PM Page 17

Composite

15

CLUB COOL

y@@'

waje
o

Ruskin Ong
President of the

SP Environment Club e

GREEN CHAMPS!

They recently:helped:SP winthe President’s: Award:for the:Environment 2010 through

their:-efforts 'to: green the campus: while raising awareness: to protect.our environment;

fullStoP ‘speaks to-the President of the SP: Environment Club (SP:Env: Club), ‘Ruskin Ong
on the club’s activities:and what it 'means to be a green: champion.

By: Chia Kylie

With a list of achievements
under their belt, it's no
wonder that the SP Env
Club is highly
commended. The
members frequently
organise student-initiated
green events such as Earth
Hour and Green Bazaar,
gaining recognition for
their efforts along the way.

For two years, the club worked with a local outfit,
Hemisphere Foundation, to create awareness campaigns
for the environment. Club members volunteered for
talks and presentations on climate change to secondary
school students. They also participated in various
environment-related camps and ‘Actions for Earth’
competitions. This year, SP Env Club came in first in
the outreach website presentation category and second
for the ‘perfect’ green room model category.

The club is also involved in cultivating herb garden
plots located behind Moberly, setting up a tree house
along the Eco-trail and bird houses in The Sanctuary
at T7. Their future plans include butterfly and firefly
conservation.

The sky is the limit for these green-minded students
who are passionate environmentalists and huge
supporters of Saving Gaia.

“Members who join events don't just participate, they
also get involved. Alumni are willing to return because
of the support they get from SP,” Ruskin said.

Collaborating with other
student clubs is also a
means “to incorporate
eco-friendly values into
other clubs”. For example,
Ruskin shares tips with
other clubs on how to
reduce their carbon
footprint, such as keeping the air-conditioner at 25°C or
putting computers to hibernate mode after use.

e

For more information, check out SP Env Club’s website

at spenv.cca.sg
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_ . SP is the first poly in

Singapore and we’re walking

the talk by introducing first-

of-its-kind facilities in an

institute of higher learning to

our students. i

SP is home to food outlets such as
N Subway, KFC, two McDonald’s outlets
g . ¢ (the second just opened months ago
: with a McCafe) and the Polar High
Street Café. This is on top of the six
foodcourts we have on campus!

The ever popular Café@Moberly now
boasts more seats to meet demand,
5 including alfresco dining at its outdoor
deck.

Imagine eating under the sun or stars
now at Moberly!

| @
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Starbucks Coffee @ Foodcourt 5
We were the first poly to have a fast-food outlet
on campus. And now we are the first poly, no
make that the first learning institution, to have
Starbucks Coffee in our premises!

Since it's opening, the cafe has seen throngs of
staff and students alike packing the outlet to get
a cuppa. What's more, the beverages and snacks
are sold at discounted prices just for SP staff and

@ students. @

In a bid to do something for the environment,
Starbucks is offering $0.50 discount to everyone
who bring-your-own Starbucks cup for takeaways.

Skate Park and Drifters Court

The skate park and drifters court is another first
for SP - and any learning institution for that matter.
Situated right in front of the McDonald’s outlet
at T16 and in the open view of the passing MRT
trains, the skate park and drifters court are set to
up SP's street cred. We simply love it!

Composite
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SP graduates are making waves. We get behind the scene and track
their achievements. Be warned, you’ll be highly inspired!

N

S z

A\

High Flyer

His SP Choice:
Diploma in Business
Information Technology

Fingsley Boc

I

His Claim to Fame:

Now, here’s one pilot that you'd want steering
your plane! After topping his course and receiving
a gold medal in 2007, Kingsley went on to graduate
with flying colours and land the Singapore Armed
Forces Merit Scholarship.

Today, he is a pilot at the RSAF, and will pursue his
Computer Science studies at University College
London.

Doctor “All Rounder”

His SP Choice: Diploma in Biomedical Science

His Claim to Fame:

At the Ministry of Education Special Award Ceremony, our illustrious
grad was the only polytechnic student to win the inaugural Lee
Hsien Loong Award for Outstanding All-Round Achievement.

If that's not impressive enough, he also managed to bag the Lee
Kuan Yew award at his graduation ceremony and was admitted
NUS’ Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine.

Public
Service Star

Her SP Choice:
Diploma in Business
Administration

Her Claim to Fame:
This all-rounded student was awarded the prestigious PSC
Scholarship. On top of being a Changi Youth Ambassador
(for visitors in the transit lounge of Changi Airport), she
participated in activities such as the APEC Voices of the
Future as well as the 13th Malaysia-Singapore Youth Camp
by the National Youth Council.

The PSC Singapore Government Scholarship (Open) gives
her the flexibility of keeping her career options open,
which is perfect since she has yet to decide on her desired
role in public service.

@
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Defenders of Our Nation

Their SP Choices:

Diploma in Electrical and Electronic Engineering, Diploma

Diploma in Aeronautical Engineering.

Their Claim to Fame:

in Aerospace Electronics,

Stuttering geeks they are not, as our Defence Science and Technology Agency scholars
were assessed based on both their academic, and co-curricular achievements, as well

as having the flair to pass a series of interviews.

Andee Ms , Jai Kishaw ,
TP\( F\AP\NS wa ; p\v\)é GML-/\ P\NS

The IT Whizzes

Their SP Choices:

Diploma in Infocomm Security Management,
Diploma in Business Information Technology, Diploma
in Information Technology,

Their Claim to Fame:

With these lucrative National Infocomm Scholarships,
our graduates will be able to further their studies,
as well as work with leading infocomm companies.

Both Andre and Khang Wei are undergoing the
SMU-CMU Fast Track Master’s Programme, and
Khang Wei will be joining Barclays Capital after
completing his studies.

Mr Engineer

His SP Choice:
Diploma in Aeronautical Engineering

His Claim to Fame:

An aircraft enthusiast since he was young, Timothy
was more than pleased to be recently accepted into
the CN Yang Scholar’s Programme at the Nanyang
Technological University!

Designed for exceptional science and engineering
students, the programme is specially tailored to
allow students to pursue independent research
under expert supervision.
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SP students spread some cheer in Timor Leste

through the wonders and joy of IT.
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By Bernard Lim A = L e A

Timor Leste (formerly known as East Timor) nestles on
the northern tip of Timor Island, north of Australia. Since
its independence in 2002 after years of civil war, the tiny
nation has undergone reconstruction and
reconciliation. Even after this, much of the country’s
infrastructure still remains in shambles.

To aid Timorese schools in teaching, SP donated more
than 300 computers and other office
equipment. Facilitating their setup and function were 13
volunteers, led by Miss Vicky Quek of the Student Service
Centre.

We arrived at Nicolau Lobato Aeroport on 18 September
2010, to the sight of patrolling UN peacekeepers and
Timorese soldiers. A glance of Timor Leste mirrors 1960s
Singapore. The view from the second floor of our hotel
was an unobstructed horizon, as the three-storey hotel
stands tall like a skyscraper in the capital city of Dili.

Timorese schools were humble but
presentable. Dili's Instituto Profissional de Canossa was
equipped with chalkboards and wooden tables, unlike

Composite

Y Invoverment Programme

IT-JOY Timor | EsTE

eptemper

2010
SINGAPORE

POLYTECHNIC
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whiteboards and slide projectors back home. Having
computers would certainly enhance the students’ learning
experience!

We immediately unloaded the computers and set them
up in the teachers’ offices and computer labs, installing
essential software like antivirus and Microsoft Office. It
took two hours, but the smiles on the teachers’ faces
made it worthwhile.

The computers also found their way into schools in Baucau
and Los Palos, towns east of Dili. Being rural schools,
they were susceptible to power outages, and some
computers were faulty. However, we promised that they
would be replaced during next year’s IT Joy project.

Blessed with reserves of oil, gas, coffee plantations and
a people of perpetual smiles, Timor Leste has immense
potential to succeed. It will be decades before Timor Leste
becomes an Asian Tiger, but it is certainly one in the
making.
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Aho 9 Oshima!

October was extra special for students from Singapore
Maritime Academy (SMA) who travelled to Oshima,
Japan for a study trip with Captain Nirmal Raj.

We took a plane, a bus, a bullet train and a car to
reach our destination, the Oshima National College of
Maritime Technology (NCMT). Our temporary home
was the training vessel, Oshima Maru.

Day one saw us visiting various labs and NCMT's newest
simulator. We then went to the Lifeboat Warehouse
where Captain Nirmal Raj explained the various parts
of the lifeboat, its operational functions and procedures.
We even had a go at steering the Subaru, a power-
driven vessel, around the cove of the island.

The highlight of our trip was to sail onboard the Oshima
Maru to a place called Marugame, which is located 90
nautical miles or 166.7km from Oshima.

It was during the voyage that we had to put to practice
what we learnt in school. We performed duties like
actual officers and marine engineers. We were lucky
to be given this opportunity as we managed to learn
more from our experienced Japanese hosts.

We managed to sightsee on our final day. We toured
Hiroshima and its War Museum and strolled along the
300-year old Kintaikyou Bridge, which was built without
nails.

The Hiroshima memorial was built in August 1945 and
signified the first major step for a country to abolish
the use of nuclear weapons and promote world peace.
This came after the devastation of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki due to atomic bombs.

The trip was a huge success and made possible thanks
to Captain Raj and SMA. The knowledge acquired
along with fond memories will be treasured close to
our hearts.

For more on the trip:
http://sma-oshima.blogspot.com/

21
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Wander around campus and you're bound to stumble upon
lush gardens that offer a beautiful respite from the bustle

... of lecture theatres. These havens have been sculpted by
our very own SP staff in conjunction with the Green Project
Initiative to make SP a greener environment.

The Green Project was started in July 2008 by an active

gardener, Mr Ong Wooi Hsen, a School of Communication,

Arts & Social Sciences (CASS) lecturer, with support from

Ong Wooi-Hsen, the Gregn Committge, CASS management and staff, and
the National Parks Singapore (NParks).

the man who started
Thanks to a series of library talks conducted by Mr Ong,
the Nee Kware Hng there are now nine other garden plots in SP!

(papaya orchard in That's not all. These gardens have been winning awards in

Teochew) CASS garden competitions. Recently, SP clinched the gold award for an
. X event called “Community in Bloom Competition” in July
pro]ect, shares with as part of the Singapore International Garden Festival 2010.

fullStoP reporter Asyraf
Aziz on how it all started.

| @

Composite
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Why did you decide to start this project?

| started this initiative because | love gardening
and was part of the green committee. | first
proposed a similar initiative at a Residents'
Committee but was turned down. | then
proposed it to the SP Green Committee, who
were very interested and gave it full support.

When did you first realise you had gardening
talent?

| took over my mother’s garden outside our flat
when she was unable to maintain it. | started
growing new plants and to my delight they
flourished. My ego and interest was further
boosted when my neighbours started to
compliment me on my efforts. (laughs)

How did you find the time to manage the
garden?

| usually do some weeding and watering in the
morning and then more weeding, more watering
and transplanting some seedlings in the evenings.
I avoid working in the day as it can be very hot
and | have my academic work to do.

CAMPUS FACES

Are there any other projects that you are
carrying / have carried out?

We have helped Kinderland@SP and Dover
Community Garden with their gardening project.
| am also restarting a project at my former estate.

Any advice or tips for students who wish
to start gardening?

You don't actually need any tips to start
gardening. All you need is interest! If you're
interested in a particular plant, just plant the
seeds and the rest is history. With each success,
there will be more motivation to try out new
plants.

FUN FACT:

Did you know that there are 15 10m girth
trees left in Singapore, and one is in SP?

Did you know that SP is the only educational

institution to have a garden in each of its

nine schools? Partly due to this, SP was

awarded the President’s Award for the

Environment for playing a huge role in
environmental sustainability.

23
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CAMPUS FACES

Short for Singapore Polytechnic Alternative Campus
Experience, SPACE Radio went live on 21 October,
with Diploma in Applied Drama and Psychology
student, Deborah Emmanuel and Diploma in
Business Administration student and fullStoP
reporter, Bryan Yeong hosting the first show from
Studio 19.

School of Communication, Arts and Social Sciences
(CASS) lecturer Loh Aik Khoon said of SPACE Radio,
“We wanted to give the students a voice, platform
where they can express themselves and create a
vibrant lifestyle.” g

“Young, energetic and fun”
was how the Muttons from
987FM described SPACE
Radio, SP’s new campus
radio station.

Run by students for students, SPACE Radio operates
like any radio station, taking on roles like Programme
Director, News Director and Music Director. CASS
students running the station are attached to
Mediacorp Radio to learn from the movers and
shakers of the industry.

SP staff and students can tune in to SPACE Radio

24/7 via Blackboard and MIKE and at T19 lobby. -

and Cafe, Student Hub@Moberly, Hilltop Haven
and the main library.

every week! Simply tune in to their weekday
lunch shows from 12 — 2pm to win. Send in
your requests, dedications and messages to
space@sp.edu.sg or Skype at spaceradio.

¥ / SPACE Radio is giving out fantastic prizes
*

If you are interested to be a part of SPACE

Radio, email your name and contact number
along with a little introduction about yourself
to space@sp.edu.sg and you might just be
hosting a lunch show!

Composite
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Looking for a hearty, home-cooked meal made
from freshly picked ingredients from the farm?
Check out the Poison lvy Bistro, located in an
organic farm in Kraniji.

POISON VY

WAS
A
NOMSG
\OW SALT
COOKING STYLE

FY0U NEED TO RAISE
‘OURBLOOD PRESSURE
NITH MORE SALT .

PLEA
By Nur Qamarina Bte Ramli »“ ASK QUR STARE
FOR X\'\E'\’Q\SQ\\\' -
7 v -
5 reasons why you should dine " W
at The Poison lvy Bistro. :
Located away from the hustle and bustle of the Where: Bollywood Veggies
@ city, the air is crisp and fresh! It's like going on a 100 Neo Tiew Road @
trip without having to leave Singapore! Singapore 719026

Opening Hours: 9am — 6pm
Wed to Sun and Public Holidays
A meal at Poison Ivy Bistro guarantees a healthier * For $2, you can walk around the beautiful farm filled with
and a more eco-friendly alternative. Eat healthy a wide variety of fruits, herbs and vegetables.
and opt for brown rice instead of white rice as
it has all the important nutrients your body needs.

The fruits and vegetables
produced at the farm are
absolutely earth-friendly.
& & No chemical fertilisers,

y J pesticides and growth

== M Lts AMSSSSER hormones are used. Even
their signature Banana Bread has no preservatives!
The food served here contains no MSG and very
little salt!

Did you know that the banana
is one useful plant? According

Bollywood Veggies is very accessible! There's actually |- to farm owner, Ivy Singh-Lim,
a yellow bus called the Kraniji Express which shuttles The banana tree is one of the

between the farm and Kranji MRT station. easiest plants to grow. Not only
can the flowers be used to

make salads, the stem is also
edible. Its fruit can be used to
make curry, chips, desserts and
banana shakes.”

Be adventurous and try their signature dishes
such as Banana Curry or Fish Achar. The Banana
Curry is a perfect blend of spices and gravy. You
can also try the Warrior’s Chicken Curry; thick
and rich, just the way we Singaporeans like it!

@

Composite
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Slacklining is the coolest sport to hit Singapore right
now and it's certainly not for slackers. The balancing
sport fuses elegance and strength, as well as
determination. Balancing on nylon lines tensioned
between two anchors may look easy and some liken
it to walking on a tight rope. However, a slackline is
dynamic and can be described as a long and narrow
trampoline. This allows for stunts and tricks to be done
on the slackline with players bouncing and leaping
onto different points of a slackline.

When asked what perked his interest in this exciting
sport, Randy shared that the inspiration came from a
Youtube video.

“My friends and | were watching a video on a group
of people highlining from one cliff to another. My friend
then got some cargo lines for us and that's what got
us started!”

" After we managed to walk steadily on the cargo line,
we decided to try slacklining and started watching
numerous slacklining videos on YouTube.”

These slacklining enthusiasts then pooled their money
and purchased the required slacklines from Germany
through a local importer. What makes slacklining such

Have you seen a group
of people balancing on

flat ropes near the
pillars of Foodcourt 5
after school hours?
Meet the slackers!
Now don’t be fooled
by their name as these
students are simply
practising a new
sport, slacklining.

By Shermaine Chong

a versatile sport is that you can practice it anywhere as
long as the slackline is tied to any two strong anchor
points, such as pillars, trees or poles.

“Once you've got your two anchors, you're ready to
go,"” said Randy.

Slacklining trains the entire body, improving one’s
sensomotoric system, strengthens ligaments and
develops the abdominal muscles. You can really stay in
shape! Beginners start off at knee level (about 0.4m)
and proceed to greater heights.

Randy assures us that protective measures are taken
every time they train.

“We have crash mats so that when our slackers lose
their balance, the impact of the fall is cushioned,”
said Randy.

Slacklining is indeed an easy sport to pick up. When it
comes to slacklining, enthusiasm and determination
are all you need. This sport is not for the faint of heart.
So if you're a daredevil, defy gravity, have fun while
keeping fit and approach the slackers or Rockclimbing
CCA to get a piece of the action.
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with Windows.

iPhone user Ho
Ren Sen shares
nis firsi-hand
experience on fhe
wonders of
Windows Phone /

WP 7 Hubs
Pictures Hub: Capture photos and share them
on Facebook and Windows Live instantly.

Games Hub: Play games with friends and
compare scores. WP7also brings together the
Xbox community to gamers on-the-go.

Music + Video: Play multimedia files quickly
and recommend favourite songs to friends.

Office Hub: View, edit, share and sync Microsoft
Office docs.

Marketplace Hub: Download apps like games,
social networking, productivity and more.

Hot on the heels of Apple, Microsoft launched its
very own smart phone, Windows Phone 7 (WP7), in
Singapore. If you've been a long, grumpy user of
Windows Mobile, you'll love the completely revamped
look and feel. WP7 doesn‘t have the app-centric
design principle. Instead, it has Hubs and Live Tiles.

In iPhone speak, a Hub is like a folder of apps except
that they are integrated. Live Tiles moves content to
the front screen, so you don’t have to jump in and
out of apps. The animation feels modern and smooth.
It also responds fast even at the slightest finger
pressure.

What's really interesting:

Contacts integration: E-mail addresses in Windows
Live, friends’ status updates on Facebook and first
and last names will be integrated correctly under
each contact!

The camera: Hold down the camera button for two
seconds to switch on the camera. The camera then
auto uploads your photos to Facebook or Windows
Live, depending on your settings.

Notify everyone that you’ll be late... with two
taps: Simply tap the panic button, and tap another
to send a pre-created email.




®

FullStop_13dec_path 12/13/10 6:09 PM Page 30

of Rokkstar byTaio
on number and con

ect
ith the subjec
w will be

\Win Flamingo by B
edition release

name, admissi
to @sp.edu.s_g )
g::)‘:au‘!)ags“. Multiple entries

Album: Rokkstar
Artiste: Taio Cruz

Continuing the success of his
previous album, Departure, Taio
Cruz is back and on the way to
world domination with Rokkstar. Featuring monster hits
such as "Dynamite", "Break Your Heart" and "Dirty
Picture", Rokkstar delivers as a dance record, while
competently showcasing Taio Cruz's musical versatility
and vocal ability. What does it sound like? Think along
the lines of Akon and Ne-Yo. This album has the perfect
marriage of R&B and dance, with evident trails of
electronica. "Come On Girl" comes on top for its catchy
hook and A-plus collaboration with Luciana.

F

Album: Recovery
Artiste: Eminem

Eminem has again managed to
please his fans in Recovery. The
16-track album featuring artistes
like Kobe, Pink, Lil Wayne, and Rihanna, flows
comfortably from one track to the next. It portrays
more substance than shock value which could be just
what fans want. “Love the Way You Lie” is arguably
the album’s stand out track. With forceful storytelling
by Eminem and an infectious chorus by Rihanna, it's
no wonder it stayed at the top of the Billboard Charts
for seven weeks.

Album: Hands All Over
Artist: Maroon 5

This Grammy award-winning rock
band returns with their third studio
album Hands All Over. Already
dominating the airwaves is 'Misery', with their provocative
music video stirring up controversy in the UK. “Hands
All Over" brings back feelings of nostalgia relating to
their very first studio album Songs About Jane. The
band manages to pull through a solid pop album,
enjoyable enough for fans and general listeners alike.

Composite
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The third Singapore Idol, Sezairi
Sezali's debut album Take Two,
which includes his first widely-
acclaimed single, "Touched by An Angel”, is a unique
collection of songs covering diverse genres. His rock
numbers namely "Broken" and "Sunshine" resonate
with me, as his pleasantly raspy vocals fit the genre
like a glove. He is also surprisingly soulful and powerful
in the Malay song "Matahari"! Sylvia Ratonel, the
Singapore Idol Runner-up, complements Sezairi's vocals
like chocolates to roses in the edgy duet "A Woman
and A Man". A great ear candy!

sezairi sezall
olee o

Album: Flamingo
Artiste: Brandon Flowers

With The Killers on an extended
hiatus with no signs of returning,
frontman Brandon Flowers has
decided to go solo and has shown good effort.
However, his pompous style of writing, his choruses
with chockfull of metaphors about gambling, falling
in love and moving on, feel out of place as they fail
to sync with his style of singing. Nonetheless, Flowers
has proven to be an excellent songwriter even if it
involves some slight preaching and is an excellent
singer with a unique voice.

-

Album: A Thousand Suns -
. Artist: Linkin Park e °

Avid fans of Linkin Park will be e °
glad to know that while their |
music has matured and is vastly y ®

different from Hybrid Theory, the essence of the band
can still be felt with every reverberation of each note.
It is an aggressive mash of rock, hip hop, politics and
nuclear warfare. True fans will not be disappointed
and even if you're not one, take some time to listen
to how this band has grown since their beginning.

|
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Our Army is a people’s Army made up of
our loved ones. It's a dynamic organisation
that gives committed individuals the chance
to respond to a higher calling — protecting
our home.

By bringing out the very best in everyone,
Our Army offers an exciting career filled with
varied experiences. Learn and grow as a
person; develop new competencies; train to
become a leader of men.

Whatever your goals are, you'll find in
Our Army all that is needed to achieve them.

It's by challenging ourselves that we fulfil our
potential.

Call 1800 OUR ARMY (687 2769) or visit
armycareers.gov.sg

@
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One success story at a time

| need a good degree
to get ahead of my peers

WE HAVE THE PLAN

. 'i"
ey
4
t%,.@!? UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN
(V) NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND, DUBLIN
I ( A P I. A N v UCD School of Business holds ‘Triple Crown’ prestigious accreditations from AACSB, EQUIS & AMBA
* Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Finance Kaplan Code: KAP-TNOE
 Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Marketing Kaplan Code: KAP-MURU <
HIGHER EDUCATION  Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Management Kaplan Code: KAP-6XH7 @
ACADEMY . . .
 Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Logistics Kaplan Code: KAP-HWMD
— — MURDOCH UNIVERSITY cricos oo12ss
v

v" Only Australian university to achieve a 5-star rating for graduate satisfication for 13 out past
15 years — Good University Guide 2010

 Bachelor of Science with double major in Business Information

Systems & Computer Science Kaplan Code: KAP-YDMN
 Bachelor of Commerce with double major in Hospitality &
Tourism Management and Marketing Kaplan Code: KAP-2H3K

“l‘ UNIVERSITY OF BEDFORDSHIRE
v" Ranked Top 100 in the Times Good University Guide 2010

 Bachelor of Arts (Honours) Business Management Kaplan Code: KAP-T6RC
 Bachelor of Arts (Honours) Accounting Kaplan Code: KAP-2AB9

To request for a brochure, send the respective code above via to 96 777 598
or it at http://ask.kaplan.com.sg

Call 6733 1877 or visit www.kaplan.com.sg

School of Accounting and Finance ® School of Business & Management ® School of IT

o / Kaplan City Campus
~ 51 Cuppage Road #02-01 Singapore 229469 e
e B4 info.sg@kaplan.com SINGAPORE 70 -ITUS‘I-

\» QUALITY CLASS SINGAPORE <
forPrvate Ecation Orgaistios @
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